PRESBYTERAL COUNCIL MEETING NOTES
Tuesday, June 16, 2026


Members Present: 	Bishop Brungardt, Fathers Ted Stoecklein, John Forkuoh, Bernard Felix Prakash Kola, MSFS, Don Bedore, Charles Seiwert and Jacob Schneider

Pastoral Office
	Appointed Term on Presbyteral Council (Bishop John)
Fr. John Forkuoh will be completing his 5-year appointed term in July. Bishop John shared which priest he intends to ask to serve.

Suggested change to Presbyteral Council Statues (Bishop John)
There was a unanimous vote to the following change in wording on the Presbyteral Council Statutes concerning how often it would meet: “The Presbyteral Council will meet a minimum of four times a year. For a just cause, it may be necessary to meet more frequently.”

There was a unanimous vote to the following change in wording concerning how the dates of the meetings are set: “The recording secretary will consult with the diocesan bishop to determine the dates of the Presbyteral Council meetings for the following year.”
 
Young Adult Ministry (Bishop John)
Bishop John shared that Gentry Heimerman and his family will be leaving us and moving to the Wichita area. Bishop John asked for some initial feedback about Young Adult Ministry: What do you perceive are the needs in our diocese at this time? What are the needs in your parish? We will be consulting different groups and taking time to discern before making a decision.

Catholic School Enrollment/Parent Participation (Fr. Kola)
Father Kola presented a concern and asked for suggestions. On their Parish Agreement, some parents are marking they will be “active” (what this means is spelled out on the Agreement) when pre-enrolling their children. Yet, at the time of enrollment when a review is made, the parents have not been doing what they promised. One member, who also has a Catholic School, commented how important it is to build a relationship with the parents. After some discussion, Bishop John suggested that Fr. Kola visit with the other pastors of Catholic Schools to see how they are addressing this, form a team or committee to assist him (not anyone from the finance council, though) to help him meet with each family before enrollment, and following up—are they meeting their promise?

	Dominican Sisters of Peace Farewell (Bishop John)
	As the Dominican Sisters begin the process of relocating sisters and closing their
motherhouse, how can we—as a diocese, as parishes—show our appreciation, and what would be a meaningful gift to offer, for their lives and many years of ministry and presence throughout our diocese? One suggestion that has been made is to make a contribution to their water well project in Nigeria. At this meeting we learned that Prince of Peace Parish has already had a farewell Mass and program. Other ideas?



Sanctifying Office
Priesthood Ordinations
The members did some mystagogy (or review) of the ordination Mass. What do you remember? What was moving?

Liturgy Project 2025-2026: (Bishop John)
Bishop John has not had the opportunity to return to this over the past month. One suggestion that was made to his first draft on the Eucharist was to cite the General Instruction of the Roman Missal as a primary source, then secondarily cite Redemptionis Sacramentum and/or the U.S. Bishop’s “30 Questions” document.

Other liturgical topics Bishop John is considering for the future include Music, Ministers and Presiding

September 12 Anniversary—Tentative Schedule (Bishop John)
The council reviewed a tentative schedule of the day that includes a Jubilee Exhibit (a visual history), Holy Mass—which includes a procession of religious congregation representatives and parish representatives carrying in an icon of their patron saint, a commissioning of the congregation, the availability for confession, and a time of Eucharistic adoration and benediction. The tentative schedule was modeled on the schedule of the Eucharistic Congress we held a couple of years ago.

Teaching Office
	Priest Retreat (Fr. Ted)
The members reviewed the recent priest retreat that was held in Wichita.

Diocesan Facebook page
Some discussion had about the diocesan Facebook page.

	Father John Forkuoh was thanked for his service and time on the Presbyteral Council.


The next Presbyteral Council meeting will be on Tuesday, August 18, 2026.
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